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37/1-Reading and recording of Proceedings of the 36t Board
Meeting.

The Proceedings of the 36th Board meeting held on 29/12/2017 were
communicated to all the members. As there were no comments from
the members. The proceedings may be adopted. (Annexure-I)
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37/2 - Action taken on 36th Board meeting proceedings.

Action taken on proceedings of 36th Board meeting is placed in
(Annexure-II)
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37/3 - Status of Formation of Biodiversity Management Committees
and Preparation of People’s Biodiversity Registers.

1.

During the current year, 150 BMCs at Grama Panchayat level have
been constituted. Till date 4910 BMCs out of 6023 GPs and 131
BMCs out of 176 TPs and 14 BMCs out of 30 ZPs, totalling to 5217
BMCs have been constituted in the State.

. During the current year upto February 2018, 293 PBRs at Grama

panchayat level and 3 at Taluka Panchayat totalling to 296 People’s
Biodiversity Registers have been prepared. Till date 1647 PBRs at
GP level and 23 PBRs at TP level, totalling to 1670 PBRs have been
prepared. (Annexure-III)

. Recruitment of Consultant PBR: As approved by the Chairman,

KBB, one vacant post of Consultant (PBR) was advertised in the
newspaper/s and on the website. The interview was conducted on
20th January 2018. Dr. K. Souravi has been selected for the post of
Consultant (PBR) and she has reported for duty on 05/02/2018.
She has been assigned the duties and responsibilities of co-
ordinating the activities related to preparation of PBRs and
constitution of BMCs.

The subject is placed before the Board for information.
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37/4. Establishment of Bio-parks in the State:

A concept note on establishment of Biodiversity parks (Bio-parks) in
urban localities was prepared by the MoEF-CC, the same has been
sent to the Karnataka Biodiversity Board to setup bio-parks in the
State in order to rescue and restore native biodiversity in urban areas.
It has been advised to consider the concept note and earmark any
unused, degradable or marginal landscapes where Biodiversity Park
can be developed with associated educational, cultural and
recreational facilities for public.

After going through the concept note, the Chairman, Karnataka
Biodiversity Board, is of the opinion that the establishment of Tree
Parks Scheme which is currently adopted by the Karnataka Forest
Department could be renamed as establishment of Biodiversity Parks
by following the concept note circulated by the MOEF-CC request was
sent to Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Project) vide
letter No. TEC/CO02/Bio-park/108/263 dated 27/06/2017. In this way
many bio-parks can be setup with the support of Karnataka Forest
Department. (Annexure-IV).

The matter is placed before the Board for deliberation and decision.
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37/5. Legal action against defaulting entities and filing of complaints:

As resolved in the 35th meeting of the Board, complaints against the 5
defaulting companies, M/s. Arya Vaidya Sala, Nanjangud, M/s Sava
Ltd, Bangalore, M/s. Pradhan Herbal Company, M/s Pandit’s
Pharmaceuticals and Research Centre, Maddur, M/s. Ind Cassia,
Mysore, which were given final notices and ample opportunity for
hearing have been filed in the jurisdictional courts for non-submission
of Form-I to the KBB as under section 55(2) of the BD Act, 2002.

The ABS amount accrued in the Board since 2014-15 is about Rs. 48
Lakhs. Final notices to 30 entities have also been issued after
verification of their license status from the Licensing Authority
(AYUSH). There are over 200 companies registered under the AYUSH
Dept and only 39 such companies have submitted prior intimation to
the Board for the year 2017-18. Several requests to the Dept. of Health
and Family Welfare and AYUSH Dept were sent to obtain the license
status and other details of all the registered companies and also a
request was made to the ACS, FEE to address the ACS, Dept. of Health
and Family Welfare highlighting the requirements for further action.

The matter regarding initiating legal action against all those companies
that continue to ignore the notices sent by the Board was discussed
during several Board meetings and it was resolved to initiate legal
action against all such companies. It was also resolved to hire the
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services of the advocate empanelled with the SEIAA, Mr. H.K Vasanth,
for filing of complaints on behalf of the Board for the above mentioned
S5 companies (35th Board meeting). The expenditure to the Board for
filing each case (same as in SEIAA) works out to be above Rs.10000
per case (upto 20 hearings). (Annexure-V) Moreover, the complaint
against each company has to be filed in the jurisdictional courts in the
location where the company is located.

As per the notification in the Gazette of India dt: 7th January 2009,
Forest officers of the rank of Range Forest Officer (RFO) and above are
authorised to file complaints under the BD Act in their jurisdiction.
(Annexure -VI)

With the background mentioned above, the following points are put up
to the Board for deliberation.

1. The Forest Department be requested to authorise officers of the
rank of RFO or above to represent the Board in the local areas for
filing of the complaints against defaulting entities, since there is
lack of manpower in the Board to file complaints.

2. Officers of the Forest Department be authorised to hire advocates to
file the complaints in their jurisdictions and the advocates may be
paid fees (as sanctioned in the SEIAA and being adopted by the
KBB).

OR

3. Since the Board is implementing a Government of India statute and
is not a Corporation (in terms of profit making), it is requested that
the Government Public Prosecutors are assigned to conduct
litigations on behalf of the Board, as there are no budgetary
allocation in the Board for this purpose.

Therefore, the matter is put up for further discussion and approval of
the Board for pursuing legal action.

2. DoBYOH BRIV WOBBE®) TEFOD TP DIDTC egaesriédo& eaasejéaedg
VeI w%ié:

Sodyode Bereride BT WeFHe® Www.karnataka.,qov.in/kbbab&
BDeFOR 30350080700 .



http://www.karnataka.gov.in/kbb

Ses- I, Fed- A DB) VAT Wee FBRINER), TR AP FOBAMBT
eIy BYTeD R wBend dhgoba) ordyod eI WwoSzer OB
es03soeasue0NEs.

Se &?501)&555)& DoBBOD RBI0&SMH HOoRTINT.

2. New website and online application system for ABS Applications:

The website of the Board has now been updated and hosted at
www.karnataka.gov.in/kbb.

An online application system to file Form-I, Form-A and Form-ABS
Calculation for various entities has been developed and has been
hosted on the new website of the Board.

The same is put up for the kind information of the Board.
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37/6: UNEP-GEF-MoEF-ABS Project on “Strengthening the
implementation of the Biological Diversity Act and Rules with focus
on its ABS Provisions”

1. Recruitment of Technical and Computer Assistant:

The UNEP-GEF-MoEF-ABS Project was due for completion in the
month of December 2017 (Email dated 28th December 2017
appended). However the project has been technically extended
until December 2018 and two vacant positions were advertised in
the newspaper/s and on the website and the interview was
conducted on 20t January 2018. Accordingly, a Technical
Assistant and a Computer Assistant were recruited to continue in
the project. Details of newly recruited staff are appended below:

Name Post Qualification Date of Joining

1.Farheen Naaz |Tech.Asst. | MSc (Micro.Bio) Sth Feb, 2018

2.Sukshitha A.S | Com. Asst | M.Tech (Envt. | 19th Feb, 2018
Eng.)

The matter is placed before the Board for information.

2. Dissolution of the Expert Committee on Marine Biological
Resources:

The Expert Committee on Marine Biological Resources was
constituted by Karnataka Biodiversity Board vide letter no.
KBB/GEF/07-Marine/14-15/1079 dated 03-02-2017 to understand
and review the problems of conservation and the scope of
implementation of the access and benefit sharing provisions in the
marine sector and to take appropriate decisions in line with Act,
Rules and related notifications. As per the terms of reference (TOR) of
the committee the term of the committee is valid for one year and
hence as approved by Chairman, KBB the committee is dissolved.

The matter is placed before the Board for information.
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37/7: International Day for Biological Diversity (IDB) 2018:

Consequent to the communication from National Biodiversity
Authority (NBA), the theme for the 2018 International Day for
Biological Diversity is “Celebrating 25 years of Action for
Biodiversity”. On December 29th, 1993, the Convention entered into
force and year 2018 marks 25 years of its existence. The theme
would highlight the progress made in the achievement of CBD
objectives at the national and global levels. Karnataka Biodiversity
Board is planning to host the event in Bengaluru and also conduct
competitions like photography and painting to celebrate the event.

A proposal for sanction of budget for celebrating IDB 2018 will be
sent to NBA shortly. If there is a shortfall of sanctioned amount by
NBA the difference may be borne by the Board. The letter received by
the NBA is placed in (Annexure-VII).

The matter is placed before the Board for deliberation and approval.
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